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Obfervations on the Difpute concerning the Commencement 
of a new Century. 


To the PRINTERS, 

SIRS, December 3°, 1799. 
N perufing your little, though very ufeful pamphlet, 
of the prefent week, I obferve one of your corref- 

pondents is folicitous of viewing the reafons which obtain 
with thofe who are of opinion that'a new century will com- 
mence on the enfuing firft of January. Iam one of that 
number; and will endeavour to point out to you, as briefly 
as lL am able, why I am fo; prompted by an inclination to 
gratify the wifhes of your correfpondent, in addition to the 
circumftance of my having neither feen nor heard the fub- 
jeét difcuffed in a fimilar manner during the prefent debate 
on it.—-When, the queftion was firft ftarted, I, like moft 
others, was-of a different way of thinking. In order to be 
thoroughly fatisfied, I determined to inveftigate the matter 
more deeply, and this effefted in me a total change of opi- 
nion.—It ftruck me, could I once afcertain whether our pre- 
fent chronological method of dating were of the cardinal or 
ordinal kind, for inftance, whether the 1800 fignified years 
complete, (as when a boy is faid to be one, two, or three years 
old, even though his age might have exceeded either of 
thofe periods by feveral months,) or only atime current, and 
not complete, (as adopted by the French in their prefent 
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mode of dating by the firft, fecond, or third year of their 
republic ;’ this point once clearly underftood, would, I 
thought, tend very much to fettle the weighty difpute.— 
We calculate from the birth of Chrift. Let us then look 
into the Gofpel of St. Luke (ch. ii. ver. 42), and we fhall 
find that our Saviour was twelve years old when he accom. 
panied his parents to Jerufalem. Now refer to a chronolo- 
gical table of events, and it will appear that his interroga- 
tion of the doftors in the Temple (which happened fome 
time after his arrival in that city) is recorded under the date 
of Anno Domini 12. If then our Saviour, in An, Dom, 12, 
was twelve years old—fuppofing him to have continued 
here fo long, would he not have been in An, Dom, 1800, by 
parity of reafoning, 1800 years old? confequently in his 
1801{t year.—Our numbers are then cardinal: And hence 
I inter, that on the enfuing 1ft of January, 1800 years will 
have elapfed fromthe birth of our Saviour.—Apply this to 
centuries: Eighteen will have then been completed; and 
from the inftant of their completion, we enter on a new one, 
the 19th. 

Whillft this method of calculation ftrikes me as conclufive, 
it may appear, perhaps, to you, totally inaccurate. If fo, 
you thall have to regret only the time loft in reading it ; if 
otherwife,by favourirg your correfpondent with it, I fhall en- 
joy the fatisfaétion of having contributed to the amufement 
of a fellow being. 

Your’s, &c. &c. 
j. =. 
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Memorandum of Thomfon, the Poet, colleéted from Mr. 
William Taylor, formerly a Barber and Peruke-maker, 
at Richmond, Surry-—now blind, September, 2791. 


[Communicated by the Easl of Buchan.) 


Q. R. TAYLOR, do you remember any thing of 
Thomfon, who lived in Kew-lane fome years ago ? 
~—Thomfon. 

Q. Thomfon, the poet >—Aye, very well. _I have taken 
him by the nofe many hundred times. I fhaved him, I be- 
lieve, feven or eight years, or more ; he had a face as long 
as a horfe; and he fweat fo much, that I remember, after 
walking one day in fummer, I fhaved his head without lather 
by his own defire. His hair was as foft as acamel’s—I hardly 
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ever felt fuch; and yet it grew fo remarkably, that if it was 
but an inch long, it ftood upright an end from his head likea 
brufh.—{ Mr. Robertfon* confirmed this remark. ] 

Q: His perfon, I am told, was large and clumfy ?—Yes ; 
he was pretty corpulent, 4nd ftooped forward rather when he 
walked, as though he was full of thought ; he was very care. 
lefs and negligent about his drefs, and wore his clothes re. 
markably plain. [Mr. Robertfon, when I read this to him, 
faid, “‘ He was clean and yet flovenly, he ftooped a good 
deal.’ | 

Q. Did he always wear a wig ?—Always in my memory, 
and very extravagant he was with them. I have feenadozen 
at a time hanging up in my maiter’s fhop, and all of them fo 
big that nobody elfe could wear them. I fuppofe his fweat- 
ing to fuch a degree made him have fo many, for I have 
known him fpoil a new one only in walking from London. 

Q. He was a great walker, I believe ?>—Yes ; he ufed to 
walk from Malloch’s at Strand on the Green near Kew Bridge, 
and from London, at all hours in the night; he feldom liked 
to go in acarriage, and I never faw himon horfeback. I be. 
lieve he was too fearful to ride.— Mr. Robertfon faid, he 
could not bear to get upon a horfe. | 

Q. Had hea Scotch accent ?—Very broad—he always 
called me Wull. 

Q. Did you _ know any of his relations >—Yes; he had 
two nephews [coufins?} Andrew and Gilbert Thomfon, 
both gardeners, who were much with him. Andrew ufed to 
work in his garden and keep it in order at over hours ; he 
died at Richmond, about eleven years ago, of a cancer in his 
face. Gilbert, his brother, lived at Eaft Sheen with one 
*Squire Taylor, till he fell out of a mulberry tree and was 
killed. 

Q. Did Thomfon keep much company ?—Yes; a good 
deal of the writing-/ort. 1 remember Pope, and Paterfon, 
and Malloch, and Lyttleton, and Dr. Armftrong, and Andrew 
Millar the bookfeller, who had a houfe near Thomfon’s in 
Kew-lane. Mr. Robertfon could tell you more about them. 

Q. Did Pope often vifit him ?—Very often; he ufed to wear 
a light-coloured great coat, and commonly kept it on in the 
houfe; he was a ftrange ill-formed little figure of a man ; 
but I have heard him and Quin, and Paterfon, talk together 
fo at Thomfon’s, that I could have liftened to them for ever. 


D 2 Q, Quin 


* It appears that this gentleman was very intimate with the 
author of the Seafons, but we know nothing farther refpecting hiw. 
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mode of dating by the firft, fecond, or third year of their 
republic ;' this point once clearly underftood, would, I 
thought, tend very much to fettle the weighty difpute.— 
We calculate from the birth of Chrift. Let us then look 
into the Gofpel of St. Luke (ch. ii. ver. 42), and we fhall 
find that our Saviour was twelve years old when he accom- 
panied his parents to Jerufalem. Now refer to a chronolo- 
gical table of events, and it will appear that his interroga- 
tion of the do&tors in the Temple (which happened fome 
time after his arrival in that city) is recorded under the date 
of Anno Domini 12, If then our Saviour, in An, Dom, 12, 
was twelve years old—fuppofing him to have continued 
here fo long, would he not have been in An, Dom, 1800, by 
parity of reafoning, 1800 years old? confequently in his 
1801{t year —Our numbers are then cardinal: And hence 
! infer, that on the enfuing 1ft of January, 1800 years will 
have elapfed fromthe birth of our Saviour.—Apply this to 
centuries: Eighteen will have then been completed ; and 
from the inftant of their completion, we enter on a new one, 
the 19th. 

Whillt this method of calculation ftrikes me as conclufive, 
it may appear, perhaps, to you, totally inaccurate. If fo, 
you fhall have to regret only the time loft in reading it ; if 
otherwife,by favourirg your correfpondent with it, I fhall en- 
joy the fatisfaétion of having contributed to the amufement 
of a fellow being. 

Your’s, &c. &c. 
j. &. 








Memorandum of Thomfon, the Poet, colleéted from Mr. 
William Taylor, formerly a Barber and Peruke-maker, 
at Richmond, Surry—-now blind, September, 1791. 


[Communicated by the Earl of Buchan.] 


Q. R. TAYLOR, do you remember any thing of 
Thomfon, who lived in Kew-lane fome years ago ? 
~—Thomfon. 

Q. Thomfon, the poet >—Aye, very well. _I have taken 
him by the nofe many hundred times. I fhaved him, I be- 
lieve, feven or eight years, or more ; he had a face as long 
as a horfe; and he {weat fo much, that I remember, after 
walking one day in fummer, I fhaved his head without lather 
by his own defire. His hair was as foft as a camel’s—I hardly 
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ever felt fuch; and yet it grew fo remarkably, that if it was 
but an inch long, it ftood upright an end from his head likea 
brufh.—{ Mr. Robertfon* confirmed this remark. ] 

Q: His perfon, I am told, was large and clumfy ?—Yes ; 
he was pretty corpulent, 4nd ftooped forward rather when he 
walked, as though he was full of thought ; he was very care- 
lefs and negligent about his drefs, and wore his clothes re- 
markably plain. [Mr. Robertfon, when I read this to him, 
faid, “‘ He was clean and yet flovenly, he ftooped a good 
deal.’’ | 

Q. Did he always wear a wig ?—Always in my memory, 
and very extravagant he was with them. I have feenadozen 
at a time hanging up in my maiter’s fhop, and all of them fo 
big that nobody elfe could wear them. I fuppofe his fweat- 
ing to fuch a degree made him have fo many, for I have 
known him fpoil a new one only in walking from London. 

Q. He was a great walker, I believe ?—Yes ; he ufed to 
walk from Malloch’s at Strand on the Green near Kew Bridge, 
and from London, at all hours in the night; he feldom liked 
to go in acarriage, and I never faw himon horfeback. Ibe. 
lieve he was too fearful to ride.—_Mr. Robertfon faid, he 
could not bear to get upon a horfe. | 

Q. Had hea Scotch accent ?>—Very broad—he always 
called me Wull, : 

Q. Did you know any of his relations >—Yes; he had 
two nephews [coufins?] Andrew and Gilbert Thomfon, 
both gardeners, who were much with him. Andrew ufed to 
work in his garden and keep it in order at over hours ; he 
died at Richmond, about eleven years ago, of a cancer in his 
face. Gilbert, his brother, lived at Eaft Sheen with one 
*Squire Taylor, till he fell out of a mulberry tree and was 
killed. 

Q. Did Thomfon keep much company ?—Yes; a good 
deal of the writing-/ort. 1 remember Pope, and Paterfon, 
and Malloch, and Lyttleton, and Dr. Armftrong, and Andrew 
Millar the bookfeller, who had a houfe near Thomfon’s in 
Kew-lane. Mr. Robertfon could tell you more about them. 

Q. Did Pope often vifit him ?—Very often; he ufed to wear 
a light-coloured great coat, and commonly kept it on in the 
houfe; he was a ftrange ill-formed little figure of a man ; 
but I have heard him and Quin, and Paterfon, talk together 
fo at Thomfon’s, that I could have liftened to them for ever. 


D 2 Q, Quin 


* It appears that this gentleman was very intimate with the 
author of the Seafons, but we know nothing farther refpecting hiuw. 
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‘Q. Quin was frequently there, I fuppofe ?—Yes; Mrs. 
Hobart, his houfekeeper, often wifhed Quin dead, he made 
her mafter drink fo. Ihave feen him and Quin comimg trom 
the Caftle together at four o’clock in a morning, and not 
over fober you may be fure, When he was writing in his 
own houfe, he frequently fat with a bowl of punch before 
him, and that a good large one too. 

Q. Did he fit much in his garden ?—~Yes; he had an 
arbour at the end of it, where he ufed to write in fummer 
time. I have known him lie along by himfelf upon the 
grafs near it, and talk away as though three er four people 
were along with him.—[This might probably be when he 
was reciting his own compofitions, 


QO. Did you ever fee any of his writing ?—I was once ° 


tempted, I remember, to take a peep; his papers ufed to lie 
in a loofe pile upon the table in his ftudy, and I had longed 
for a look at them a good while ; So one morning while I was 
waiting in the room to fhave him, and he was longer than ufual 
before he came down, I flipped off the top theet of paper 
and expeéted to find fomething very curious, but I could 
make nothing of it. I could not even read it, for the4etters 
looked like all in one. 

Q. He was very affable in his manner ?—O yes! he had 
no pride; he was very free in his converfation and very 
cheerful, and one of the beft natured. men that ever lived. 

Q. He feldom was much burthened with cafh ?—No; 
to be fure he was deuced long-winded; but when he had 
money, he would fend for his creditors and pay them all 
round; he has paid my mafler between twenty and thirty 
pounds at atime. 

Q. You did not keepa fhop yourfelf then at that time >— 
No, Sir ; I lived with one Lander here for twenty years, and 
it was while I was ’prentice and journcyman with him. that 
I ufed to wait on Mr. Thomfon. Lander made his majors 
and bobs, and a perfon of the name of Taylor in Craven- 
{treet inthe Strand made his tie-wigs, An excellent cuflomer 
he was to both. 

Q. Did you drefs any of his yifitors?—-Yes ; Quin and 
Lyttleton, Sir George I think he was called,—He was fo 
tender-faced J remember, and fo devilifh difficult to fhave, 
that none of the men in the fhop dared to venture on him ex- 
ceptmyfelf. I have often taken Quin by the nofe too, which 
required fome courage let me tell you. One day he afked 
particularly if the razor was in good order, protefted he had 
as many barbers’ ears in his parlour at home, asany boy had 
of 
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of bird’s eggs on a ftring, and fwore, if I did not fhave him 
{moothly, he would add mine to the number. “ Ah,” faid 
Thomfon, “ Waull fhaves very well, I affure you.” 

O. You have feen the Seafons, I fuppofe ?—Yes, Sir; 
and once had a great deal of them by heart (be here quoteda _ 
paflage from Spring). Shepherd, who formerly kept the 
Caftle Inn, fhewed me abook of Thomfon’s writing, which 
was about the rebellion in 1745, and fet te mufic, but I think 
he told me not publifhed. [I mentioned this to Mr. Robert 
fon, but he thought Taylor had made a {mall miftake ; per- 
haps it might be fome of the patriotic fongs in the mafque of 
Alfi ed. | 

Q. The caufe of his death is faid to have been taking a boat 
from Kew to Richmond, when ke was much heated by walk- 
ing ?—No; I believe he got the better of that; but having 
had a batch of drinking with Quin, he took a quantity of 
cremor-tartar, as he frequently did on fuch occafions, which 
with a fever before carried him off. [Mr. Robertfon did not 
affent to this. | 

QO. He lived Ithink in Kew Foot-Lane ?—-Yes ; and died 
there ; at the furtheft houfe next Richmond Gardens, now 
Mr. Bofcawen’s. He lived fometime before at a {maller one 
higher up, inhabited by Mrs. Davis. 

Q. Did you attend on him to the lafl >—Sir, I fhaved him 
the very day before his death ; he was very weak, but made 
a fhift to fit up in bed. Iafked him how he found himfel€ 
that morning,—" Ah, Wull,” he replied, “ I am very bad 
indeed.” [Mr. Robertfontold me, he ordered this operation 
himfelf as a refrefhment to his friend. ] 

Taylor concluded by giving a hearty encomium on his 
character. 

This converfation took place at one of the alcoves on 
Richmond Green, where I accidentally droppedin. I after- 
wards found it was a rural rendezvous for a fet of old in- 
valids on nature’s infirm lif; who met there every after. 
noon in fine weather, to recount and comment on the “ tale 
of other times.” 

I inquired after Lander, and Mrs. Hobart, and Taylor of 
Craven-ftreet, but found that none of them were furviving. 
Mrs. Hobart was thought to have a daughter married in the 
town called Egerton; but it was not likely from the diftance 
of time, that fhe could impart any thing new. 

Taylor told me the late Dr. Dodd had applied to him fe- 
veral years ago for anccdotes and information relative to 


Thomfon. 
Park 
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Park Egerton, the bookfeller, mear Whitehall, tells me, that 
when Thomfon firft came to London, he took up his abode 
with his predeceffor Millan, and finifhed his poem of Winter 
in the apartment over the fhop; that Millan printed it for 
him, and it remained on his fhelves a long time unnoticed ; 
but after Thomfon began to gain fome reputation asa poet, he 
either went himfelf, or was taken by Mallet, to Millar in the 
Strand, with whom he entered imo new engagements for 
printing his works, which fo much incenfed Millan, his firft 
patron, and his countryman alfo, that they never afterwards 
were cordially reconciled, although Lord Lyttelton took un- 
common pains to mediate between them. 





Remarkable Inftances of the fuperior Intelligence which the 
Fefuits were always fohcitous to obtain. 


T is not perhaps generally known, that this celebrated 
order took its rife inthe quarries of Montmatre, at Paris, 
whither Loyola ufed to retire with four or five of his fol- 
lowers to pray, and where they took their firft vows. Loyola 
took at firft the name of the Knight Errant of the Virgin 
Mary, and came to Paris, at the age of thirty-three, to learn 
Latin at the college of St. Barbe, where he fuffered himfelf 
to undergo the fame difcipline that the loweft boys in a fchool 
undergo.—This inititution was approved by Paul III. in 
2540. The general was the foul and the centre of it. The 
provincial generals wrote to him every month; the reétors, 
the fuperiors of houfes forthe profeffed, for the noviciates, 
and thofe of the colleges, wrote to him every three months ; 
and thofe beyond the fea as often as the convenience of fend- 
ing by fhips permitted them. Every three years the general 
of the order received the catalogues of each province, con- 
taining the names of each monk, his underftanding, his ta- 
Jents, his good and bad qualities. All of thern were em- 
ployed in amanner fuitabletotheir difpofitions and capaci- 
ties. This regulation has contributed very much to form 
the great men that were feen in their order. 

“With the defigns of Kings, the fecrets of courts, of 
focieties, and of particular families, with every thing, in 
fa&, that related to this world,” faysa French writer, “* they 
became acquainted by means of agents, who roufed no fufpi- 
cion, who were devoted to them, and who were known only 
to a fet of the heads of the order. A circumftance,” adds 
9 he, 
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he, “ very little known to people in general, and which has 
been often confirmed to me by many refpectable perfons who 
did not contribute a little to their deftruétion in France.” 

The late Duke of Choifeul, then Count Stainville, having 
no employ in the government of France, happened one 
evening at fupper to fay fomething very ftrong againit the 
Jefuits. Some years afterward he was fent Ambaflador 
to Rome, where, in the ufual routine of his vifits in that 
fituation, he called upon the general of the Jefuits, for whofe 
order he profeffed the higheft veneration.— Your Excel- 
lency did not always, I fear, think fo well of us,” replied 
the general. The Duke, much furprifed at this obfervation, 
begged to know “ what reafons he had for thinking fo, as he 
was not confcious that he had ever mentioned the order, but 
in terms of the higheft refpeét.”” The general, to convince 
him of the contrary, fhewed him an extra& from a large re- 
gifter book belonging to the fociety, in which the particular 
converfation alluded to, and the day and year in which it 
happened, were minuted down. The Ambaffador blufhed, 
and excufed himfelf as well as he could; and foon went 
away, refolving within himfelf, whenever he fhould become 
prime minifter, to deftroy a fociety that kept up fuch parti- 
cular and detailed correfpondences, of which it might make 
ule tothe detriment of adminiftration and government. 

Of the fuperior intelligence that prevailed among the or- 
der of the Jefuits, the following anecdote. has been often 
mentioned by an E nglifh gentleman in Lincolnhhire: He 
had refided fome time in Portugal, and was at dinner at the 
Englith Minifter’s, when he was called out of the parlour by 
a perfon who infifled upon {peaking to him, and who told 
him, with great earnefinefs, and in atone of voice not to be 
counterfeited, “* You muft fly this country immediately, and 
geton board afhip bound for England. I have very cogent 
yeafons for giving you this advice, which I cannot give you 
how ; but I hope, from the bottom of my heart, you will fol- 
low my advice.” The gentleman did as he was defired; 
and many years afterward, walking in the ftreets of Wil- 
bech, in the Iile of Ely, he obferved a butcher’s fervant 
dreffling a calf, with the utmoft nicenefs and dexterity. The 
butcher looked very earneftly at him; and the gentleman 
faid to him,“ I think I have feen your face before.”’-—"* So 
you have, Sir; and if you will go out of the high ftreet 
into a private place, I will tell youwhere.”’” The gentleman 
did as he was defired, and was foon followed by the butcher; 


who faid, “ Do not you remember, Sir, a perfon who gave 
you 
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you fome remarkable advice at Lifbon ?—I am that perfon. 
You had faid fomething againft the Inquifition of that city, 
and the officers of it were in fearch of you; I gave you 
that notice in confequence of fome friendly office you did 
to one of my fociety (that of the Jefuits)at Rome. A kind 
aétion, any more than an unkind one, that is done to any of 
our order, is never forgotten, and we keep regifters to record 
them.” 





Curious Scene in a Welch Fifherman’s Hut. 


[ From Pratt’s Gleanings. ] 


N South Wales we took fhelter (fays he) at a moft mifer. 

able looking hut, at the fide of the heath, and accepted the 
protection it offered, with as entire good will, as if it had 
beeh an eaftern palace. My horfe was obliged to crawl into 
a kind of out-houfe, where a {wine-driver and his pigs had, 
the inftant'before, taken refuge ; and, while I was reconciling 
my fteed to this fociety, a Jew pediar and his pack, and 
another traveller with his dog, crouded in. Neceflity, as 
Shakefpeare fays, brings one acquainted with ftrange com- 
pany—not that thefe are the words of that immortal bard— 
a being {carcely human in appearance, invited me to enter the 
hut. I entered. Its inhabitants how fhall I defcribe 
them? Fancy fomething which aflembles the extremes of 
filth, penury, health, and felicity—perfonify thefe amongft 
men, women, and children—give toeach of them forms and 
features, which confer a fort of grace and beauty, on the 
houfehold of the barber of Barmouth by comparifon. Put 
allthis filth, penury, health, and felicity into motion; and 
having formed your groupe, imagine that you fee it unfhod, 
unftockinged, uncapped, and nearly unpetticoated, and un. 
breeched : Young and old were bufied, in counting the fineft 
and frefheft herrings I ever faw, that infant brought in from 
the fifhing-boat. 

The father of the family to whom the boat belonged, de- 
clared he had never had fo profperous a voyage; and, though 
he was almoil blown away, he could hazard twice as much 
danger for fuch another drag. “ Look what a fize they 
are of ; and how they fhine, my boys and girls. I faith, 
they feemed plaguily afraid of the hurricane, and came in 
fhoals to the nets, as if they took fhelter in them—little 
thinking, poor fools, that this vo a jump from the water to 
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the fire; and now I talk of that, here put half adozen of 
them intothe pan, for I am duced hungry, and mayhap this 
gentleman may be fo too; and if fo be that he is, he fhall be 
-as welcome to a frefh herring and a brown bifcuit as myfelf. 
What fay you, my heart of oak,” continued he, clapping 
me as familiarly on the fhoulder, as if 1 had been his mefs- 
mate, and indeed treating me as hofpitably as if I had been 
fo, and we had both efcaped from a wreck to his cabin. 

Perceiving my dripping fituation, he faid: “ Come thip- 
mate, doff your jacket, put on this rug, come to an anchor 
inthat corner, warm your fhivering timbers with a drop of 
this dear creature, which will make a dead fifh fpeak like an 
orator—there—another {wig—don’t be afraid of it—one 
more——and now you will do while your rigging and canvafs 
are drying.” All this time, mine hoft of the hovel ftood in 
his fea-drenched apparel ; on my reminding him of which, 
he cried out, {milingly ; ““ Ah! you are a frefh-water failor, 
I perceive, and would take a deal ot feafoning before you 
were good for any thing ; but, for me, all winds and weathers 
are alike to old Jack, while I can get good fifh abroad and 
good flefh at home ; fo fry away, Molly, for the wet has 
made me as hungry as a fhark, and though I have drank 
like a whale, I thall now eat like a lion—and I hope you will 
do the fame, mefs-mate.”’ 

By this time, mine hoftefs {et before us our difh of her- 
rings, which, with oatmeal cakes, potatoes, and butter-milk, 
furnithed one of the heartieft dinners I ever ate: after which 
the failor made me partake of a cann of flip, fung a fong 
about the dangers and hardfhips of the feafaring life; and 
made me take notice, that he was the happy father of a cabin 
full of children, that 1 might fee another was upon the ftocks, 
and that if it pleafed God to fend him a dozen fuch pieces 
of good fortune every year, for a dozen feafons, he thould 
be as able as he was willing to procure a {nug birth for every 
one; “ and meantime, mafter, we will have another fip of 
grog, to drink fuccefs to the herring fifhery.” 





GENERAL REVIEW of POLITICS, 
FOR DECEMBER, 1799. 


AUSTRIA, 
I ‘HE unaccountable conduét of this power, relative to . 
the fecret orders given to Generals Bellegarde and 


VoL. XXXV. E Kray, 
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Kray, éxcited general furprize and indignation, and fuffi- 
ciently charatierized the wretched impolicy, and the dif: 
honeit duplicity of the Aulic Council. But, in how much 
ftronger a point of view are thefe difplayed, when we con- 
fider‘the fudden retreat of the Archduke from Switzerland, 
at the very moment when the arrival of the Ruffians ren- 
dered vi€tory the certain confequence of a battle, and at the 
only moment when it could have been attended with material 
prejudice to the arms of the allies, and have rendered the 
iflue of the campaign a matter of doubt ? 

This event, too, took place, not after: feries of difappoint- 
snents calculated to difcourage the troops, and to fill their 
jeaders with diimay, but after a fucceflion of viétories, for 
their rapidity, extent, and importance, unequalled in the an- 
nals.of. war !-—after all the itrong fortrefles of Italy (which 
had icoft the French fo much time and fo much labour to 
fubdue) had been recovered in the fhort {pace of fix months 
(witha fing!e exception), and the enemy difpoflefled of all 
their flrong holds, and driven back to the very frontiers of 
their own territory ! Such conduét is fo truly incompatible 
with all the known principles of human af€tion, is fo hoftile 
to the real intereits of the Emperor, and is, at the fame time, 
fu irreconcileable with the imputed ambition of the Houfe 
of Auitria, the gratification of which, if it, really exifts, 
muift depend, not on defeat, but on a fucceflion of viétories, 
that we fhall not enter into a fruitlefs fearch after its motive. 
Whatever be the caufe, the effect muft be deplored. It 
tends to excite difidence, and to create difguft. 

Previous to this extraordinary event, the condué of Auf. 
twia had been uniform, confiftent, and, in fome refpe&s, mag- 
nanimous, While forlaken by her continental allies, fhe for 
fome time fupported, alone,;the conteft with France; and, 
during the prefent campaign, her exertions in every quarter, 
were fuch as to leave uo doubt of the fincerity of her pro- 
feffions. She had every realon to be fatisfied with the con- 
dud of her Ruffian allies, to the invincible courage and 
matchlefs fkill of whofe commander, fhe was indebted for 
the fpeedy recovery of Italy. The fudden change in her 
fyitem, then, appears the more extraordinary ; while the 
treatment which the Ruflians have received at her hands, in 
return for their fervices, conviéts her of the bafeft ingra- 
titude. 

Thus we fee this formidable power, with increafed re- 
fources and additional means for continuing the war with the 
faireit profpedt of fuccels, evince a difpofition fo perverfe, 
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as to baffle every attempt to afcertain the line of condu& 
which fhe means henceforth to purfue. If it be her inten- 
tion to fue for peace, fhe will, no doubt, endeavour to obtain 
it, by the facrifice of the Auftrian Netherlands, to the exten- 
tion of her territory in Italy. If her offers be rejefted, or 
if fhe refolve on purfuing the war without any previous at- 
tempt to conclude a peace, fhe will, probably, be induced to 
render her condu& more conformable with the juft and up- 
right views of her Ruffian ally, and to declare her adherence 
to the principles advanced in the public declaration of the 
Emperor Paul. 
FRANCE, 

In our laft we gave a concife account of the circumftances 
which attended the laft unex pected revolutionin France. It 
appears that Sieyes, in his diplomatic retreat at Berlin, had 
long fince appreciated the deteéts in the republican fyftem, 
and refolved, whenever an oppcertunity fhould occur, to 
eftablifh a more effective, and, apparently, lefs obje€tionable 
government. With this view he accepted an oftenfible and 
refponfible fituation, which he had invariably refufed before, 
not doubting, from his knowledge of the men who were af- 
fociated with him in the Direétory, that he fhould fpeedily 
acquire that complete afcendancy that would enable him to 
carry into execution his favourite plan of reform. He very 
foon, however, perceived his miftake; the aétive Jacobins 
prevailed ; every Minifter he propofed was reje&ted ; and 
he conitantly found himielf, in all leading queftions, in a 
minority. ‘This neithér fuited his difpofition nor {quared 
with his views. But he had no other means of bringing his 
plan to fucceed ; unlefs he could engage in his intereft fome 
perfon who had an entire influence over the army. This 
confideration, it is faid, led him to difpatch orders to Egypt 
for the return of Buonaparte, though, of courfe, he was too 
cautious to apprize the Corfican marauder of the {cheme in 
the execution of which he meant to employ him. 

Meanwhile Barras, who had played a diftinguifhed part in 
all preceding revolutions, fufpeéting, probably, that Sieyes 
had fome grand_ projeét in view, refolved to anticipate him, 
and abfolutely formed a plan for the reftoration of monarchy. 
This plan, however, was difcovered, and it was then, per- 
haps, that, in order to avert the vengeance which awaited 
him, and farther to court the proteétion of Buonaparte, that 
Barras propofed to place the crown on Azs head. Thata 
fimilar propofition was made we learn from one of Buona. 
E 2 parte’s 
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parte’s own declarations ; how it was received we may col- 
le& from his conduét, and from the fubfequent retreat of 
Barras from the field of politics. 

On Buonaparte’s arrival at Paris, Sieyes firft unfolded 
himfelf; A plan fo gratifying to the vanity and ambition of 
the former could not fail to meet his approbation ; it was 
accordingly refolved on, and a few hours fufficed to deftroy 
a conftitution, which every man in the country had folemnly 
{worn to maintain inviolate, and among the reft the very 
troops who were the attive inflruments of its deftruction.— 
It is impoffible to contemplate the varied events of the French 
revolution without fhuddering at the extreme moral turpitude 
* of the people, as evinced in their fovereign contempt of the 

facred obligation of anoath. And in this refpeét, and, in- 
deed, in every other, the troops have an indifputable claim 
to pre-eminence in profligacy, for they have not only been 
the firft to violate oaths themfelves, but have employed the 
terror of their arms to impel their countrymen to the com- 
miffion of perjury. Hiftory fearcely exhibits an example 
of fuch fyflematic wickednefs as has marked the conduét of 
the French army, 
’ The Executive Dire&tory had a perfeét knowledge of the 
Jacobin charaéter, andit Sieyes and Buonaparte had fate for 
the following piéiure, drawn in the month of March laft, the 
likenefs could not have been more ftriking, ‘* Nothing can 
bring back to reafon thofe perfidious or infane men who 
laugh at the moft folemn engagements. They are ambitious, 
and attempt, by every method, to poffefs themfelves once of 
the bloody fceptre of defpotifm.—They are ftung with re. 
morfe, and dread to be configned to puniihment in every 
place where they do not predominate.” 

We have as yet had no opportunity of examining with 
attention the new French conftitution of Citizen Sieyes, 
As far as we can judge from the rude outline which we have 
feen, it is the moft fantaftical of all the fyftems which the 
heads of thefe fantaftical conftitution-mongers have yet pros 
duced, The two ¢ircumftances which have appeared to us 
the moft remarkable in this bufinefs are,—1. That the great 
architeét himfelf ftill thrinks from the acceptance of any 
oftenfible and refponfible fituation, contenting himfelf with 
a {nug niche in his new Republican Confervatory, whence 
he may diftribute to his Jacobin pupils, according to their 
feferts, fuitable portions of his revolutionary bon.bons :-— 
and2. That the two fecondary Confuls, who: are to a& as 
the Privy-Council of the great Conful (or Monarch) Buona, 
parte, 
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parte, on giving their advice and affent to all public deeds, 
appear to be wholly exempt from the refponfibility which 
ought to attach to fuch fituations, while the Minifters are 
made refponfible for all the meafures of the executive go- 
vernment, though totally excluded from all kind of concern 
in their preparation or formation.—In any other country 
than France it would be very difficult to find men wlio would 
accept the office of Minifter under fuch circumitances.— 
The only fymptom of permanence which we can, at pre- 
fent, defcry in this arrangement, is in the duration of the 
monarchial power afligned to Buonaparte.—Strange viciflic 
tude of human events! We have lived to fee a King of Cor- 
fica confined for debt in a Britifh prifon—and an obfcure 
Corfican adventurer invefted with fupreme power, in the 
antient kingdom of France! 


RUSSTJIA. 


The Emperor Paul, with many ftriking peculiarities in 
his private conduét, which his enemies have not failed to 
diftort into evident fymptoms of mental imbecility, has dif- 
played the flrongeft marks of political wifdom in all his pub- 
lic meafures, conneéted with the prefent war. Viewing the 
conteft in which we are engaged, not through the partial 
medium of intereft or of fear, but in the fteady glafs of truth, 
prefenting the potent leffons of experience, the unerring 
teftimony of fa&s, he juftly confiders itas involving every 
religious, moral, focial, and political tie, which binds flate to 
fate, and man to man; and, as fuch, the cémmon caufe of 
all fovereigns. Once impreffed with this idea, he refolved 


that his exertions fhould be as adequate to the exigency of 


the cafe as his refources would permit them tobe. All Eu. 

rope has witnefled the beneficial effeéts of thefe efforts, in 

the refcue of Italy from rhe fangs of republican France. 
TURKEY. 

There is good reafon to believe, that, but for the gallant 
conduét of Sir Sidney Smith, and his fquadron, the fpeedy 
reduction of Acre would have enabled Buonaparte to pur- 
fue, without moleftation, his route to Conflantinople, ac- 
companied by an tmmenfe horde from the neighbouring 
countries, who wanted only this proof of his prowefs to be- 
lieve in the infallibility of the infidel pontiff, to follow bis 
ftandard, and to render themfelves the blind inftruments of 
his mad ambition. Will after-times believe, that an obfcure 


adventurer from the little illand of Corfica; at the clofe of 
the 












































34 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


the eighteenth century, with an army of only 40,000 men, 
had nearly erafed the name of Turkey from the lift of em- 
pires, and planted his regicidal banners on the wails of the 
Sultan’s Seraglio ? Willit be credited that this ftupendous 
ruin was not prevented by the interpofition of Turkifh cou- 
rage, by the refiflance of a Turkilh force, but by a fmalh 
band of foreigners?—It will be only credited when the 
Turkifh empire fhall have ceafed to exift. 

Even now, when the French army is reduced, by climate, 
fatigue, and the fword, to one-fifth of its original numbers, 
pent up ina diftrift comparatively fmall, and bafely deferted 
by the author of all its calamities, it is ftill fuffered to exer- 
cife its fway with impunity. The extreme tardinefs of the 
Grand Vizir in bringing his troops to the fcene of a€tion, 
indicates either a woeful deficiency of means, a grofs igno- 
rance of the mode of applying them, or a fhameful unwil- 
lingnefs to difcharge his duty.—On contemplating the pre- 
fent ftate of the Turkifh empire, we can f{carcely difcover 
the fainteft relic of thofe martial myriads whofe frantic va- 
jour erft rendered the Crefcent triumphant o’er the Crofs ; 
or even of the numerous bands who, at a nearer period, op- 
pofed, with undaunted firmnefs, though with varied fuccefs, 
the formidable arms of Ruffia and the empire. [In fhort, 
Turkey now exhibits to the eye the femblance of a Coloffus; 
but tothe mind the features of adwarf. 

ITA b-f, 

Of the good difpofition of the Neapolitan Monarch, in- 
debted to the army of the allies for his reftoration to the 
throne, not a doubt can be entertained. Whatever his rez 
fources may be, we may reft affured they will be employed 
in their utmoft extent, in earneft fupport of that caufe to 
which he fo recently. fell a facrifice. But, alas! we had laft 
year a woeful fpecimen of the courage and conduét of the 
Neapolitan troops ; if, when encouraged by the prefence of 
their Sovereign, and led by one of the beft Generals which 
Europe can boaft, they could turn their backs upon the foe, 
and violate their allegiance, what confidence can be repofed 
in them in future ? Mixed with foreign troops, they may, 
perhaps, be entrufted to garrifon fome of the fortreffes of 
Ktaly ; but they muft, we conceive, be much improved, both 
in fpirit and ‘difcipline, ere they can be brought to face the 
enemy in the field. The moft ufeful part of his Majefty’s 
fubjeéts, confidered merely ina military point of view; are, 
unqueltionably the rude natives of Calabria; fo far from 
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being deficient in {pirit, their courage borders on ferociouf- 
nefs; but:.it will be. found a. matter of extreme dificulty 
(though by no means impratticable) to train and difcipline 
them. 

The convulfions produced. by the,temporary fubverfion 
of this monarchy have not yet fubfided ; many, fevere, but 
neceflary examples have been made, without difiin&tion of 
rank or perfons : but.it will require fome time to complete 
the re-eflablifhment, of order, and wholly to fupprefs the re- 
yoJutjonary fpirit. 

In other parts of Italy, the expulfion of the French has 
béen produftive of one happy effeé, diflin& from its more 
immediate advantages—the general manifeftation of a rooted 
abhorrence not only of their conduét, but.of their principles. 
All.thefe favoured fons of liberty, reftored to their primitive 
rights by her grand apoftle Buonaparte, have ungratefully 
rebelled againft their patron and. their benefactor, haye {pon- 
taneoully rejected his invaluable gifts, and, degraded men ! 
now hug the fhackles of de/peti/m with which their ¢yrants 
have once more loaded them !—The Tufcan and Piedmon- 
tefe peafantry have particularly evinced their zeal in,re- 
venging, on their fanguinary invaders, the numerous aéts of 
cruelty and oppreffion to which they had been fo long ex- 
pofed.—The former greatly harrafled Macdonald in his re- 
ireat ; and the latter have been engaged in fill more aétive 
operations. They once carried the town of Mondovi by 
affault ; and we learn, from.the laft advices from Lord Ben- 
tinck, that they have formed themfelves into a regular corps, 
15,000 f{trong, and, headed by a monk, (never furely was re- 
ligious zeal exerted in a better temporal caufe,) are a@tive and 
forward in every kindof fervice. This difplay of principle, 
among the people of Italy, is a moft fatisfaétory circumftance 
of itfelf ; and, in arelative point of view, it is of material 
confequence, as it will bé neceilary to have a much f{imaller 
number of regular troops, for the defence of the country, 
and of courfe will enable the Imperialifltsto employ a much 
greater force in other quarters. 

The King of Sardinia has not yet been formally reftored 
to his throne, nor has he returned to his capital ; but the de- 
Jay is folely occafioned by the fituation of his territories, a 
part of which is ftill occupied by the enemy. Meantime 
the meafures purfued for embodying a formidable force in 
his kingdom are rendered effe¢iual by the approbation and 
fanétion of his Majefly.—On the whole, Italy affords a prof- 
pett which, centrafted with its fituation at the beginning of 
the 
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the prefent year, is as light to darknefs.—Its means of de- 
fence are in a progreflive ftate of augmentation, which, com- 
bined withthe advantages of every kind derived from expe- 
rience, will enable it to prefent a more formidable barrier 
againft future invafions than any which it has hitherto op- 
poled, from the days of Charlesthe VIIIth of France to the 


prefent time. 
PRUSSIA. 


Here we behold a Monarch placed in the moft enviable of 
all fituations, in a fituation which enables him, by a proper 
exertion of his internal refources, to give to Europe a fpeedy 
anda permanent peace. But, with a mind either warped by 
the moft felfifh and unworthy paffions, or perverted by the 
infufion of Jacobinical principles, he refufes to exert the 
means which Providence has entrufted to him, and obfti- 
nately adherestothe philanthropic refolution of prolonging 
to an indefinite period the troubles of Europe, rather than 
engage in a war which, notwithftanding his pretext, could 
only affeét his army and his purfe. From a difpofition thus 
perverfe, nothing noble, nothing magnanimous, nothin 
praife-worthy, can be expeéted. It remains for the page of 
hiflory to do juftice to the crowned affociate of regicides, 
and to appreciate thofe mean fubterfuges, which would give 
to a dereliétion of principle the femblance of policy and 
prudence. 


SPAIN. 


This country may almoft be confidered as a blank in the 
political map of Europe. The Sovereign is reduced to the 
loweft pitch of human degradation, by his clofe alliance with, 
and implicit obedience to, the afflaffins of his family. The 
blind tool, the paflive inftrument, of the French rulers, whe- 
ther Direttors, Confuls, or Digtators, whatever refources a 
country without commerce, relying for fupport on the pro- 
duce of its colonies, intercepted by the fuperior fleets of its 
enemy, and with a people highly and juftly difcontented 
with the proceedings of the government may be fuppofed to 
polfefs, will be {ubje& to the abfolute difpofal of the French. 


PORTUGAL, 


The Portuguefe government are well difpofed to fecond 
the operations of the allies, but, from the fituation of that 
kingdom, it muft rather be confidered as likely to diminifh 
the general force, by requiring foreign troops to defend it 
from invafion. 
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IRISH BULL. 


Ace lately reading the funeral fervice over a 


corpfe, when he came to the words * 


this is our bro- 


ther,” forgot whether the deceafed had been man or woman. 
Turning, therefore, to one of the mourners, who happened 
to be an Hibernian, he afked him, “ Is this a brother or a 
Sifter?” “ Neither one nor the other,” replied Pat, “* it was 
only an acquaintance,” 





An ANAGRAM, by C. N. of the Royal Miners, 


Rebuff, if tranfpos’d aright, 


A Scripture name. ’twill bring to fight. 








An ENIGMA, by Reclufe, of Yeovil, 
HEN great Jehovah form’d this world 


By his creative power, 
He gloomy darknefs from it hurl’d, 
Then chaos ceas’d to lour. 


In Eden plac’d, my reign began, 
I deck’d its fragrant flowers ; 

And added tothe joys of man 
Amid its lovely bowers. 


I’m of no fhape, no form, nor hue, 
Throughout the fkies I run; 

I’m crimfon, yellow, purple, blue, 
All fhades beneath the fun. 


I ferve the greateft kings on earth, 
With flaves do not abound: 

I often caufe the greateft mirth, 
When at your table found. 


]’m found in found, waft thro’ the air, 
In ev’ry place am feen; 

With flutt’ring beaus at court appear, 
And gracethe rural green. 


Beauty’s betrayer I have been, 
Ruin my love attends ; 

At balls and plays I’m always feen, 
Which much the mufic mends. 


VoL. XXXV. 
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The PASSAGE of the MOUNTAIN of St. GOTHARD. 
By Georaiana, Ducuess of Devonsurre. 
TO MY CHILDREN. 


y* plains, where three-fold hevesiie geeh the poend. 
Ye climes, where genial gales incefiant {well, 
Where art and nature thed profufely round 

Their rival wonders— Italy, farewell ! 


Still may thy year in fulle& fplendour thine! 
Its icy darts in vain may winter throw! 
Tothee a parent, fifter*, I confign, 
And wing’d with health, I woo thy gales to blow. 


Yet pleas’d, Helvetia’s ragged brows I fee, 
And thro’ their craggy fteeps delighted roam ; 

Pleas’d with a people, honeft, brave, and free, 
Whilft every ftep conduéts me nearer home. 


I wander where Tefino madly flows, 
From cliff to cliff in foaming eddies toft ; 
On the rude mountain’s barren breatt he rofe, 
And Po’s broad wave now hurries to be loft. 


His fhores, neat hats, with verdant paftures fill 
And hills, where woods of pine the ftorm defy : 
While, fcorning vegetation, higher fill, 
Rife the bare rocks, co-eval with the tky. 


Upon hls banks a favour’d {pot I found, 
Where thade and beauty tempted to repofe ; 

Within a grove, by mountain» circled round, 
By rocks o’erhung, my ruftick feat I chofe. 


Advancing thence, by gentle pace and flow, 
Unconfcious of the way my footiteps prefs‘d, 
Sudden, fupported by the hills below, 
St. Gothard’s fummit rofe above the reft. 


*Midk towering cliffs, and tracts of endlefs cold, 
Th’ induftrious path pervades the rugged ftone, 
And feems—Helvetia let thy toils be ala 
A granite girdle o’er the mountain thrown. 


No haunt of man the weary traveller greets, 
No vegetation {miles upon the moor, 


Save 
* Lady Spences and Lady Befborough, whom the Duchefs parted from in Italy, 
in Auguft, 1793. 
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Save where the floweret breathes uncultured {weets, 
Save where the patient monk+ receives the poor. 


Yet let not thefe rude paths be coldly trac’d, 
Let not thefe wilds with lifeleis fteps be trod, 

Here fragrance {corns not to perfume the watte, 
Here charity uplifts the mind to God. 


His humble board the holy man prepares, 
And fimple food, and wholefome lore beftows, 
Extols the treafures that his mountain bears, 
And paints the perils of impeading fnows, 


For whilft bleak winter numbs with chilling hand, 
Where frequent croffes|} mark the traveller’s fate, 
In flow proceffion moves the merchant band, | 
And fient bends, where tottering ruins wait. 


Yet, ’midft thefe ridges, ’midft that drifted fnow, 
Can nature deign her wonders to difplay ? 
Here Adularia thines with vivid glow, 
And gems of chryftal {parkle to the day. 


Here too, the hoary mountain’s brow to grace, 
Five filver lakes, in tranquil fate are feen ; 

While from their waters, many a itream we trace, 
That, ’{cap’d from bondage, rolls the rocks between. 


Here fiows the Reufs to feek her wedded love, 
And, with the Rhine, Germanick climes explore ; 
Her ftream I mark’d, and faw her wildly move, 
Down the bleak mountain, thro’ the craggy fhore. 


~ weary footfteps hop'd for reft in vain, 

or fteepon fteep, in rude confufion rofe ; 

At length I paus’d above a fertile plain, 
That promis’d fhelter, and foretold repofe. 


Fair runs the ftreamlet o'er the pafture green, 

Its margin gay, with flocks and cattle {pread ; 
Embowering trees the peaceful village {creen, 

And guard from {now each dwelling’s jutting fhed. 


Sweet vale!* whofe bofom wafles and cliffs furround, 
Let me awhile thy friendly fhelter thare ! 

Emblem of life! where fome bright hours are found 
Amidft the darkeft, drearieft years of care. 


Delv’d thro’ the rock, the fecret paffage bends, 
And beauteous horror {trikes the dazzled fight; 

Beneath the pendent bridge the ftream defcends, 
Calm—till it tumbles o’er the frowning height. 


We view the fearful pafs; we wind along 
The path that marks the terrors of our way ; 
*Midk 


+ There is a {mall convent at the top of the mountain, where two monks refide, 
who are obliged to receive and entertain the poor traveller: who pafles that way. 
{| When-any lives have been loft from the fails of fnow, a {mall crofs is ereéted. ; 


* The Valley of Urfera, celebrated for its fertility and verdure, 
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Weary at length ferener fcenes we hail— 
More cultur’d groves o’erfhade the grafly meads, 
The neat, tho’ wooden hamlets, deck the vale, 
And Altorf’s fpires recall heroick deeds. 


But tho’ no more amidft thofe fcenes I roam, 
My fancy long each image thal! retair ; 

The flock returning to its weleome home, 
And the wild carol of the cowherd’s ftrain. 


Lucernia’s lake its glaffy furface thews, 
Whilit nature’s varied beauties deck its fide ; ~ 
Here rocks and woods its narrow waves inclofe, 
And there its fpreading bofom opens wide. 


And hail the chapel! hail the platform wild ! 
Where Tell directed the avenging dart, 

With well-ftrung arm, that firft preferv’d his child, 
Then wing’d the arrow to the tyrant’s heart. 


Acrofs the lake, and deep embower’d in wood, 
Behold another hallow’d chapel ftand, 

Wherethree Swifs heroes lawleis force withftood, 
And ftamp’d the freedom of their native land. 


Their liberty requir’d no rites uncouth, 
No blood demanded, and no flaves enchain'd; 
Her rule was gentle, and her voice was trith, 
By focial order form'd, by laws reftrain’d. 


We quit the lake, and cultivation’s toil, 
With natare’s charms combin’d, adorns the way, 
And well-earn’d wealth improves the ready foil, 
And fimple manners {till maintaio their fway. 


Farewell, Helvetia! from whofe lofty breaft, 
Proud Alps arife, and copious rivers flow ; 
Where, fource of ftreams, eternal glaciers rett, 

And peaceful feience gilds the plains below. 


Oft on thy rocks the wond’ring eye fhall gaze, 
Thy vallies oft the raptur’d bofom feek ; 

There, nature’s hand her boldeft work difplays, 
Here, blifs domeftick beams on every cheek : 


Hope of mylife: Dear children of my heart! 
That anxious heart to each fond feeling true, 
To you ftill pants each pleafure to impart, 
And more, Oh tranfport! reach its Lome and you. 


H' 
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*Midft beetling rocks, and hanging woods among, 
The torrent pours, and breathes its glittering {pray. 


EPIGR 


S laft great debt is paid, poor Tom’sno more; 
Tom never paid a debt before. 


Latt debt ! 
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